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    An unprecedented two-
week tour across Ontario
to determine the health of
the province’s corn and
soybean crops began last
week in our area and has
already revealed a huge
amount of variability in
quality.
    Billed as the 2016
Great Ontario Yield Tour,
it’s being hosted by
several companies and
organizations, including
Farms.com Risk
Management, Farms.com,
Alpine, Maizex, and
Canada’s Outdoor Farm
Show.
    The goal is to
summarize crop
conditions and anticipate
crop yields in five regions
throughout Ontario:
Southern, Eastern,
Central, Western, and
Northern.
    Moe Agostino, Chief
Commodity Strategist
with Farms.com, said late
last week, “The crops all
look good from the side of
the road, but they’re very
deceiving. Once you go
into the middle of the
field, we’re being
disappointed. This is not
last year’s crop.” He noted
that most of the province
received less than 50% of
normal precipitation.
    Last week’s tour
started in Southern
Ontario, covering a huge
area from Essex County in
the west to Niagara in the
east - and everywhere in
between. Tuesday, August
16th was devoted to
Middlesex and Lambton
Counties.
    Each day, the tour team
is making field
assessments, posting
photos and videos, and
conducting farmer and
industry expert interviews
and analysis.
    Although some areas in
our region had enough
rain, drought caused
devastation in many
counties, especially with
corn. “There’s still some
potential for the beans. I
think the corn is what it is.
The late rains are not
going to help the corn. If
the rains would have
come in two-to-four
weeks earlier, it probably
would have helped,”
Agostino commented.
    He noted that the
recent rain is helping the
soybeans, as
August/September is the
critical pod filling stage.
As for corn, he explained,
“More moisture and heat
in the coming 30+ days
will help fill out the
kernels and add weight.”

    The most notable part
of the tour, at least during
the first week, was the
huge range of quality in
crops. As Agostino noted,
“On average, there’s a lot
of variabilities from field
to field, from county to
county, from farmer to
farmer.”
    His team toured 28
fields in Lambton on
Tuesday and, for the most
part, it was one of the
better looking counties
overall.
    Laura Johnston, a
Territory Manager for
Maizex, toured Middlesex
the same day, looking at
12 cornfields and 11
soybean fields. Her group
covered North Middlesex,
Thames Centre, Lucan
Biddulph, and parts of
Middlesex Centre and
Strathroy-Caradoc.
    The team was
scheduled to finish the
tour this Monday, with
visits to the rest of
Middlesex, including
Strathroy, Kerwood,
Komoka and Glencoe.
    Similar to Agostino,
Johnston commented on
her findings about the
Middlesex corn crops,
saying, “It’s variable,
depending on if you got
rain or not during
pollination,” adding that a
lot of tips did not fill in.
Overall, Johnston said the
corn quality ranged from
average to below average.
    In terms of disease in
corn, she said nothing
really stood out in
Middlesex. “There was a
little bit of firing up from
nitrogen, possibly, or just
from the dry season,” she
noted. Although that’s
normal to some extent,
she believes it may be
worse in drier areas.
    The situation appeared
to be better with soybeans,
although Johnstone did
note, “They were a lot
harder (to gauge), because
some were just beginning
pods,” adding, “There was
still yield potential in the
plants.”
    She also said the group
spotted some short beans,
but that doesn’t always
mean anything. They also
saw a few spider mites,
but not a worrisome
amount.
    Although Lambton

County appeared to be
doing relatively well,
some corn ears were not
developing, likely due to
too much heat stress and a
lack of moisture,
according to Agostino. 
    He also said, “We’re
seeing some disease
pressure from corn.” In
Chatham-Kent and
Simcoe area, they saw
problems with western
bean cutworm, although
it’s not as big an issue in
our area. “On the bean
side, there is some sudden
death syndrome,”
dependent on variety,
Agostino commented.
    Like Middlesex, he
said both corn and beans
had a variable quality
range between average
and below average.
    Across the South
Region, Agostino reported
that Elgin and Huron
County had the best
overall results, receiving
good moisture with
average to above average
crops.
    The Haldimand/
Norfolk and Niagara
regions were classed as a
“write-off” by Agostino,
with just three inches of
rain on average in the past
five months.
    Although such a large-
scale, province-wide tour
has never been attempted
before, Agostino believes
it’s important, especially
this year with the drought
conditions in many parts
of Ontario.
    When asked about the
ultimate purpose of the

tour, he explained, “We’ve
got a bunch of different
goals we’re trying to
achieve. But, at the end of
the day, we’re trying to
estimate yield. Yield’s
important because if the
corn crops are below
average for this year,
depending on where the
Canadian dollar is, that
can affect basis.”
    The hosts for the tour
will be holding an
invitation-only final event
in Woodstock on
September 1st where the
findings of the tour will be
revealed. Those results
will then be released to the
general public on the
tour’s website at
riskmanagement.farms
com.

From the road, many corn crops in Lambton &
Middlesex Counties looked good during the Great
Ontario Yield Tour, but once the teams got into the
fields, some problems were evident. This field near
Parkhill showed firing up to the ears. The two-week tour
started last Monday and will cover the entire province,
summarizing crop conditions and predicting yields. 

Corn smut was one of the disease issues noted in
Lambton County. Most corn in our area was rated
average to below average, but there is a huge amount
of variability from farm to farm throughout the region.
Photos from the entire tour can be found on their Twitter
page: @FarmsMarketing

Photos courtesy Great Ontario Yield Tour

Depending on whether farmers got rain or not during
pollination, a lot of tips may not have filled in. That
problem occurred frequently throughout our area.
Although it’s too early to be certain, soybeans appear
to have fared much better with late rains coming just in
time for the pod-filling stage.
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Farm tour reveals wide variability in soybean/corn crop quality
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